Student Conference on Conservation Science, University of Cambridge,
March 28-30 2006

Diversity and activity of bats at two planned wind energy plants:

baseline data for site selection

Sattler, Thomas!? and Bontadina, Fabio!

1 SWILD, Urban Ecology & Wildlife Research, Wuhrstr. 12, CH-8003
Zurich, Switzerland, www.swild.ch

2 currently at Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL, Birmensdorf,

Switzerland

Unexpectedly high numbers of bat fatalities reported at wind energy sites
have heightened the urgency to optimize wind farm site selection. In the
present study, we evaluated two planned wind energy sites with regard to
bat diversity and activity. Simultaneous recordings of bat calls on ground
and with zeppelins at blade height at wind turbine sites and control
locations revealed that bats foraged up to 150m height but activity on the
ground and in altitudes did not always coincide. Selection of wind energy
sites should take bat activity into consideration in order to minimize the

potential impact of wind turbines on bats.
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